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of a people unjustly attacked. Leading a coa-
lition of 20 other countries, American and 
South Korean troops fought to advance lib-
erty and opportunity and to overcome cruelty 
and repression. More than 1.7 million Ameri-
cans faced forbidding terrain and harsh com-
bat in battles such as Pork Chop Hill, Heart-
break Ridge, the Pusan Perimeter, and the 
Chosin Reservoir. Throughout the conflict, 
the members of our Armed Forces dem-
onstrated extraordinary honor, skill, and 
courage. 

The Military Armistice Agreement of July 
27, 1953, ended 3 years of bitter warfare on 
the Korean Peninsula and stopped the spread 
of Communism in Korea, signaling to the 
world America’s resolve to stand against tyr-
anny and totalitarian regimes. Fifty years 
later, our Nation remains grateful for the 
bravery and sacrifice of our Korean War vet-
erans. They defended human freedom, liber-
ated the oppressed, and selflessly protected 
the democratic ideals that made our Nation 
strong. Their efforts reflect the honorable 
and decent spirit of America. More than 
34,000 of America’s service men and women 
gave their lives in battle in the Korean War. 
As we continue our fight to extend freedom 
today, we remember and honor their sac-
rifices and those of their families. 

Thanks in large measure to the veterans 
of the Korean War, South Korea today stands 
as a shining example of the economic and 
social benefits of democracy. As we observe 
the 50th anniversary of the Armistice, Amer-
ica looks forward to the day when the stability 
of the Korean Peninsula is built on peaceful 
reconciliation of North and South. We 
pledge to work with the Republic of Korea 
to further our shared values of democracy, 
human rights, and free enterprise. And we 
will continue to build upon the comprehen-
sive and dynamic relationship between our 
two nations to promote peace and prosperity 
on the Korean Peninsula and in Northeast 
Asia. 

The Congress, by Public Law 104–19 as 
amended (36 U.S.C. 127), has designated 
July 27, 2003, as ‘‘National Korean War Vet-
erans Armistice Day’’ and has authorized and 
requested the President to issue a proclama-
tion in observance of this day. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim July 27, 2003, as National 
Korean War Veterans Armistice Day. I call 
upon all Americans to observe this day with 
appropriate ceremonies and activities that 
honor and give thanks to our distinguished 
Korean War veterans. I also ask Federal de-
partments and agencies and interested 
groups, organizations, and individuals to fly 
the flag of the United States at half-staff on 
July 27, 2003, in memory of the Americans 
who died as a result of their service in the 
Korean War. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-fourth day of July, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand three, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
10:38 a.m., July 25, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on July 28.

Message to the Congress 
Transmitting a Report on the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
Terrorists Who Threaten To Disrupt 
the Middle East Peace Process 
July 24, 2003

To the Congress of the United States: 
Consistent with section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), 
and section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 
1703(c), I transmit herewith a 6-month peri-
odic report, prepared by my Administration, 
on the national emergency with respect to 
terrorists who threaten to disrupt the Middle 
East peace process that was declared in Ex-
ecutive Order 12947 of January 23, 1995. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
July 24, 2003.
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Remarks at a Bush-Cheney 
Reception in Dearborn, Michigan 
July 24, 2003

The President. Thank you all very much. 
Audience members. Four more years! 

Four more years! Four more years! 
The President. Thank you. I accept. 

Thank you for the warm welcome. I want 
to thank Betsy DeVos for her leadership and 
for her friendship and for her kind words. 
I appreciate all she’s done for the children 
of this great State of Michigan. She’s a fine 
soul, fine person. 

I want to thank you all for coming tonight. 
You see, you’re laying the groundwork for 
what will be a great victory in November of 
2004. I appreciate so very much your coming 
tonight. I want you to know that I’m going 
to count on you during the course of the elec-
tion. I’m going to count on you to energize 
the grassroots, to talk to your neighbors, to 
put signs in the yard, to mail the letters, and 
to remind people that our message is one 
that is hopeful and optimistic for every cit-
izen who lives in this country. 

I’m getting ready—[laughter]—and I’m 
loosening up. [Laughter] But the political 
season will come in its own time. Right now 
I’m focused on the people’s business in 
Washington, DC. We have a lot on the agen-
da, and I will continue to work hard to earn 
the confidence of all America by keeping this 
Nation secure and strong and prosperous and 
free. 

My only regret tonight is that Laura is not 
with me. I know, you drew the short straw. 
[Laughter] She is a fabulous First Lady, a 
great wife, and I love her dearly. 

I want to thank all those who helped. I 
want to thank Michael Kojaian and the entire 
team who has put together this fantastic 
fundraiser. I appreciate so very much my 
very close friend Mercer Reynolds, who is 
the national finance chairman for this cam-
paign. I want to thank Terri Lynn Land, who 
is the secretary of state, and Michael Cox, 
the State attorney general, for being here to-
night. 

I particularly want to thank Eric Childress, 
the student from the Cornerstone School. I 
visited the Cornerstone in May of 2000. I 
saw the good works of the teachers there and 

the administrators, all the hard work that 
goes to prepare the students for success in 
high school and beyond. I appreciate so very 
much the high standards set in that school. 
And I want to thank Eric for coming. But 
most of all, I want to thank you all for your 
friendship and your support. It means an 
awful lot. 

You know, in the last 21⁄2 years, our Nation 
has acted decisively to confront great chal-
lenges. I came to this office to solve prob-
lems, not to pass them on to future Presi-
dents and future generations. I came to seize 
opportunities instead of letting them slip 
away, and we are meeting the tests of our 
time. Terrorists declared war on the United 
States of America, and war is what they got. 
We have captured or killed many key leaders 
of Al Qaida, and the rest of them know we’re 
on their trail. In Afghanistan and in Iraq, we 
gave ultimatums to terror regimes. Those re-
gimes chose defiance, and those regimes are 
no more. Fifty million people—50 million 
people in those two countries once lived 
under tyranny, and now they live in freedom. 

Two-and-a-half years ago, our military was 
not receiving the resources it needed, and 
morale was beginning to suffer. We increased 
the defense budget to prepare for the threats 
of a new era. And today, no one in the world 
can question the skill and the strength and 
the spirit of the United States military. 

Two-and-a-half years ago, we inherited an 
economy in recession. Then the attacks on 
our country came. We had scandals in cor-
porate America and war—all affected the 
people’s confidence. But we acted. We 
passed up new laws to hold corporate crimi-
nals to account. And to get the economy 
going again, we have twice led the Congress 
in—to pass historic tax relief on behalf of the 
American people. 

We know this, that when people have 
more money in their pockets, when they have 
more take-home pay to spend, to save, or 
to invest, the whole economy grows and peo-
ple are more likely to find a job. I understand 
whose money we spend in Washington, DC. 
It is not the Government’s money. It is the 
people’s money. We’re returning more 
money to people to help them raise their 
families. We’re reducing taxes on dividends 
and capital gains to encourage investment. 
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